Moden/Art

Collezione

Gli scultori della velocita

| capolavori dell'epoca doro dei motori



ModenArt

This is the extraordinary story of great craftsmen who brought legendary masterpieces to life:
bodyworks modelled entirely by hand, like a Renaissance sculptor using only hammers
and some additional tools. The story of Modena’s Master Coachbuilders is one of the most
fascinating yet least well-known tales.

If the same standards which pertain to sculpture, paintings and architecture were applied
to coachbuilding, today the names of Giancarlo Guerra, Afro Gibellini and Oriello Leonardi
would be as famous as the legendary models created beneath their hammers in the
Modena workshop of Scaglietti.

Over two breath-taking decades, which began around 1955, Modena witnessed the birth
of many of the most precious treasures in the history of the automobile. Evocative
names such as Ferrari 250 Testarossa, Berlinetta Tour de France, 250 GTO, 330 P4,
Maserati Tipo 60 and many other iconic models, all built to compete. Their countless
victories, along with their shimmering beauty, transformed them into legends. However,
only few people know that these graceful silhouettes and magnificent curves were hand
-crafted by Modena’s Master Coachbuilders, who used sight, passion, a hammer and
rudimentary tools like a tree trunk, a sandbag, an anvil, and shears to craft their magic.

In Modena, coachbuilding was synonymous with craftsmanship, a profession inextricably
linked to human ability, and the exclusive prerogative of only a few Master Coachbuilders
who toiled in small workshops using primitive methods. Tthese workshops could not afford
the industrial infrastructures required for mass production.Their cooperation with the most
famous local manufacturers was the highlight of Modena’s coachbuilding industry and
focused almost entirely on competition models.

During the 1950s, Modena had just 110,000 inhabitants, yet it was home to two legendary
manufacturers with a list of sporting achievements that were soon destined to become
incomparable: Ferrari and Maserati. Here, the passion for the automobile was essentially
limitless, nurturing dreams, unleashing creativity and generating masterpieces.

The main distinctive feature of Modena’s workshops was the total absence of a stylist or
“designer”.

Complete motorized chassis built by Ferrari or Maserati were sent unclothed to the coach
builders, primarily Scaglietti and Fantuzzi. They were given no stylistic constraints; rather,
the purpose defined the shape, because efficiency and performance were the only absolute
goal.

At this time, Modena had fewer than 20 Master Coachbuilders and those able to create
a car from scratch with only their hammer could be counted on one hand. Yet they were
the ones who brought to life the most celebrated and sought-after models in the history
of the automobile.

This functional, handcrafted and typically local approach gave the world some truly outstanding
models, to which Ferrari and Maserati owe a great deal of their fame. Unsurprisingly it
was in Modena that Baccarini and Vaccari built five of the six Shelby Cobra Daytonas in
existence, one of the most iconic models of the American automotive history.



What remains today of that wonderful undertaking of Modena’s Master Coachbuilders?
Their sublime creations can be found across the world, in the most prestigious museums or
private collections. In Modena, the homeland of this unprecedented adventure, nothing
remained of this important page in global and local history. Thankfully, the key protagonists
and witnesses of this epic period are still alive, well aware of the fact that, when their art
form disappears (for nobody else is able to keep it alive), their masterpieces will be their
sole heritage for future generations.

Fortuneately, eight years ago, the masters had the idea to preserve this significant cultural
and artistic legacy, hence the ModenArt project was born. For the Masters, this major
project dedicated to the conservation and valorisation of their past creations will be
their final assignment, the culmination of a lifetime devoted to their art and passion. They
chose to recreate some of their artworks, the ones they care the about most, without
any constraints, with no buyers, at their own pace, under no pressure.

This is a priceless heritage, the ultimate expression of Modena’s finest coachbuilders.
These works represent the very early stages of globally known cars, with extraordinary
stories to tell. Guerra, Gibellini, alongside their colleagues Leonardi and Baccarini, all past
the age of retirement, began this ambitious project with the goal of protecting and delivering
to future generations the extraordinary heritage they helped create.

And so the ModenArt workshop came to be: these Masters followed their tradition to
patiently design and build a collection of artworks identical to their past creations.

This original collection, crafted, for no interested party, but purely from the passion and
desire of these tireless artists, is and will forever be, unique. Nothing like it exists anywhere
else in the world and never will, as it is the ultimate representation of the icons of Modena’s
Master Coachbuilders. These Masters are the only ones in possession of the required
knowledge, talent and, most of all, entitlement to reinvent these artworks. All the pieces
of ModenArt are exclusively reserved to the collection as a whole, which when combined
can rightly be considered as works of contemporary art, built by the sculptors of speed.

Sadly, Giancarlo Guerra passed away just prior to his 90th birthday; he will forever be
the symbolic figure of Modena’s coachbuilding heritage. He was the creative director of
Scaglietti’s workshop who, without any stylists or engineers, crafted the bodyworks
of at least 20 of the 30 or so cars that dominate today’s automotive art market. The
ModenArt collection will permit all to fully comprehend the magnitude of his and Afro
Gibellini’s genius.

This is an artistic testimony and, simultaneously, a well-deserved and legitimate acknowledgment
for these artists who lived for so long in the shadows, yet whose works enjoy an incalculable
worldwide reputation. The quintessence of a territory and of a period that celebrated
beauty, creativity, dreams and optimism, so much so they transformed coachbuilding
into a veritable form of art.

For further information concerning the ModenArt Project please contact:
pr@modenart.info



ModenAtCollection

List of works:

Ferrari 125 (first Ferrari body ever made) : body

Ferrari 750 Monza : half filone, half wood

Ferrari 250 GT SWB : filone + body

Ferrari Testa Rossa “Pontoon Fender” : filone + body
Ferrari 250 GT Berlinetta Tour de France : filone

Ferrari Prototype GTO Bizzarini “La Papera” : filone + body
Ferrari GTO 62 : filone + body + fuel tank

Ferrari GTO 64 (model with roof spoiler) : filone + body
Ferrari GTO 64 (model without roof spolier) : body

Ferrari 275 GTB Competizione Speciale Scaglietti : Filone
Ferrari P4 : filone + 3 bodies representing arrival of Daytona 1967
Ferrari 312 P : filone + body

Ferrari 312 P (aerodynamic prototype model) : body
Ferrari Nembo Spider : filone + body

Shelby Cobra Daytona : wood master model + body

Maserati 161/4 : wood master model + body

Maserati Tipo 60 “Birdcage” : body
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Paris Les Invalides
Shelby Cobra Daytonna
February 2020




Paris Les Invalides,
Ferrari 250 GTO,
February 2020



Modena, Ferrari Museum, Ferrari 750 Monza, 2022 - 2023







L.__if:f_ff T ]JITT‘I_T‘T'\“‘\ .

4
- 4 1
_'.‘ |h;
= AN
by ‘/h o \ /) =" N w
4 N R\
17 /J i {Il__"\ X \
A i AN - — L e 1
o b i 5 - i ' -\. -
V ) 1 G s \ . \'\
y) A NTEL
"

Ferrari 250 GTO 62



Ferrari Nembo Spider

Shelby Cobra Daytona
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filone, Ferrari 250 Testa Rossa



Ferrari 250 Testa Rossa



